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Abstract

Epilepsy is significantly more frequent in AD patients than in age-matched controls, even though the
true extent of the phenomenon is not clear yet. Areas covered: In this review, we describe in detail the
available data on the pharmacological treatment of epilepsy in patients with AD. We also briefly
describe general principles of AEDs use in elderly, as well as the potential cognitive profile of AEDs
and safety of concomitant psychotropic drugs in patients with epilepsy and AD. Expert commentary:
As some preclinical data suggest a role of epileptiform discharges in cognitive decline in AD, a
prompt diagnosis and treatment of seizures in these patients should be pursued. The few data on the
use of AEDs in AD patients suggest that newer AEDs (in particular lamotrigine and levetiracetam)
might be good choices. Experimental data even support a potential role of some AEDs in modifying
the disease course of AD.

Keywords: Alzheimer's disease; EEG; antiepileptic drugs; complex partial seizures; dementia; elderly
patients; epilepsy; focal epilepsy; generalized epilepsy; pharmacokinetics.

Related information

MedGen
PubChem Compound (MeSH Keyword)

LinkOut - more resources

Full Text Sources

Taylor & Francis

Other Literature Sources

scite Smart Citations

Medical

Genetic Alliance

MedlinePlus Consumer Health Information
MedlinePlus Health Information

Research Materials
NCI CPTC Antibody Characterization Program

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27687685/



